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walked peacefully into the barracks of the local garrison
without meeting any resistance ; after taking possession of
the arms and munitions they found there they marched
through the middle of the town, singing, up to the head-
quarters of ihefascio '. In Florence the general post office
was occupied from midnight on the 2yth onwards. On the
afternoon of the same day news had come of the mobilization
in Tuscany, which, according to the Stampa correspondent
c people had been talking about for days \ There had been
a fascist demonstration in favour of General Diaz, the com-
mander-in-chief of the army, who happened to be in the
town and made no secret of his sympathy for the movement.
During the morning of the 28th, the fascist military and
political leaders, the consul Tamburini and the barrister
Marziali called on General De Marchi. ' The object of
the interview,5 according to the Stampa correspondent,
e was to examine the situation resulting from the declaration
of martial law. General De Marchi explained that it was
his duty as a soldier to turn the fascists out of the public
buildings that they had occupied. Signori Marziale and
Tamburini replied that there were claims of feeling stronger
than any oath, especially one that conflicted with conscience,
logic and justice. " But,33 replied the general, " after forty
years in the army I cannot disobey the king." cc The king
is with us/' they assured him, " and we are with the army."
General De Marchi then advised them to telephone to the
fascist leaders, while he telephoned to Rome for confirmation
of the reassuring news that the consul Tamburini had given
him.3 To calm, the fears of the military authorities the fascists
brought out a special edition of a newspaper announcing
that the king had asked Mussolini to form a government.
At the time this was pure invention, but it served to put a
stop to any steps taken by the military authorities, who were
already inclined to a benevolent neutrality by the contra-
dictory news they were receiving about the enforcing of
martial law.
The situation thus caused, resulting from two years of
collusion everywhere between fascists and army officers,
could not be changed in a few hours, especially as the govern-
ment in Rome was resigning and in disagreement with the